THE AGE OF MERCANTILISM
less than it inaugurated an era of constitutional and religious
freedom.
We are confronted with the question: why did the mon-
archy fail to control the dynamic forces which shattered
the corporate fabric of English society? Ultimately the
explanation lies in the fact that the communal organization
had for the time being exhausted its vitality. Its slower-
moving mechanism was not sufficiently flexible to adjust
itself spontaneously to the ever-changing needs of a people
in whom the adventuring spirit of enterprise was never
wholly quiescent. None the less subsidiary causes were in
operation. One was the personal character of the monarchs.
Queen Elizabeth sanctioned an elaborate code which
turned local law (the custom of the locality) into national
law (the custom of the country) by extending the scope of
the age-old principles of wage assessment, technical training,
a balanced economyl and relief of the poor; and the code
remained on the statute-book for two hundred and fifty
years. Her successors were signally unfitted for the planning
and execution of a coherent policy; if their statecraft had
been more enlightened, the breach between mediaeval and
modern society might have been less irreparable. Moreover
the economic problem became inextricably entangled with
other problems which excited even more passionate feeling.
The issue between the monarchy as the champion of the
established economic order, and the rising middle class as
its assailant, became involved with a widely different issue
between the monarchy as the champion of the established
religious order and the Puritan opposition. And yet a third
issue was created when the monarchy, seeking to maintain
its traditional position in the state, came into collision with
the legislature which was encroaching upon the royal pre-
rogative. Thus on one side was ranged the historic monarchy,
defender of the national church and a corporate society; on
the other side a representative assembly voicing the demand
1 Limitations on the choice of apprentices in industry were designed to pre-
vent the movement of labour from agriculture.
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